). Second stage juveniles, males, females and cysts of an undescribed cystforming nematode were isolated from roots of the woody plant, lentisc (Pistacia lentiscus L.) on the Adriatic coast of southern Italy, and from associated soil.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Males and juveniles were extracted from soil by Cobb's sieving and decanting method (Flegg & Hooper, 1970) ; cysts and females were collected directly from lentisc roots. Newly hatched 2nd-stage juveniles and males were killed and fixed in hot aqueous 4% formaldehyde +1% propionic acid, dehydrated in ethanol vapour and mounted in dehydrated glycerin (Hooper, 1970) . Cysts and eggs were fixed and mounted in 2.5 % formalin.
Second-stage juveniles for scanning electron microscopy (SEM) were killed and fixed in formalin-propionic acid 4 : 1, transferred to 1 % osmium tetroxide solution for 12 h, infiltrated with Spurr's resin and mounted on SEM specimen stubs (De Grisse, 1973; Clark & Stone, 1975) . Cyst perineal, and head and neck-portions, were placed in 1 % osmium tetroxide for 6 h, transferred to lac-tophenol for 10 min., mounted on SEM stubs and dried for 2 wks at room temperature. All specimens were coated with gold and observed in the SEM at a 5 kv accelerating voltage.
DESCRIPTION
Heterodera mediterranea sp. n.
Holotype female: Body length (excluding neck) = 620 Am; body width = 507 Am; L/W ration = 1.2; neck length = 130 Am.
Embryonated eggs: Length = 104 (96-106) Am; width 42 (41-44) Am; L/W ratio = 2.5 (2.3-2.6); n = 75. Egg shell unsculptured and hyaline. Second-stage juvenile folded three or four times within the egg shell. (Fig. 2D) . (Fig. 2F) & Clark, 1978) . Colour opaque-white, light yellowish-brown at the start of tanning.
A thick white subcrystalline layer covers the entire body. Large gelatinous matrix (egg-sac) present, containing 0-120 eggs deposited
